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MATH CONFERENCE SCHEDULED AT UM 
MISSOULA -
The 8th annual Big Sky Conference on Discrete Mathematics will be held at The 
University of Montana Sept. 5-7.
The regional conference brings together researchers and educators interested in discrete 
mathematics, the mathematics that is the foundation for theoretical computer science. Practical 
uses of discrete mathematics include scheduling buses or airplanes, finding the shortest or best 
route between two points, and establishing optimal production schedules for businesses to 
maximize profits.
The conference features a Thursday presentation and lecture by Jeffrey Weeks, 
renowned mathematician and MacArthur Fellow. Weeks, who resides in Canton, N.Y., earned 
his undergraduate degree at Dartmouth College and received his graduate degrees at Princeton, 
earning a doctorate in mathematics in 1985. As a MacArthur Fellow, he does research that 
includes working with data obtained by a NASA satellite that may soon reveal the true shape 
of our universe.
On Friday the featured speaker will be Penny Haxell, a researcher at Lucent 
Technologies and a faculty member of the Department of Combinatorics and Optimization at 
the University of Waterloo in Ontario, Canada.
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Following is a schedule of conference events that are free and open to the public. 
Unless otherwise noted, all events are in the James E. Todd Building, located just east of the 
University Center on the UM campus.
Thursday, Sept. 5:
■ 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. -- Student presentations, Room 203.
■ 3:30 to 4 p.m. -- Reception, Room 204.
■ 4:10 to 5 p.m. -- Colloquium: "The Curvature of Space," presented by Jeffrey 
Weeks, Room 203.
■ 8 p.m. -- President’s Lecture Series: "The Shape of Space," presented by Jeffrey 
Weeks, UM’s Music Recital Hall.
Friday, Sept. 6;
■ 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. -- Faculty presentations, Room 203.
■ 3:30 to 4 p.m. -- Reception, Room 204.
■ 4:10 to 5 p.m. -- Colloquium: "Coloring Problems and Transversals in Graphs," 
presented by Penny Haxell, Room 203.
Saturday, Sept. 7:
■ 9 a.m. to noon — Faculty presentations, UM Mathematics Building Room 109.
For more information, go to www.math.umt.edu/bigsky or call the UM Department of 
Mathematical Sciences at 243-5311.
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